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Who we Are

Overseas Marine Certification Services (OMCS CLASS) is 
a leading ship classification society. We provide a 
critical link in the marine risk management chain by 
serving as an independent institution operating 
between ship owners, builders, financiers, 
underwriters, flag administrations, and vessel 
charterers. 

International conventions allow Flag Administrations 
to delegate the inspection and certification of ships to 
a Recognized Organization (RO) and Recognized 
Security Organization (RSO). 

As such, OMCS CLASS represent the maritime 
administrations of Panama, Vanuatu, Barbados,  
Belize, Sierra Leone, Palau, Bolivia, Paraguay, Nigeria, 
Togo, Moldova, Ecuador, Colombia and several others 
flag states through our worldwide coverage.

We maintain independent technical requirements for 
the design, construction, and survey of ships and 
marine facilities. These requirements incorporate the 
latest methods, tools, and techniques to ensure that 
we provide the most efficient and thorough service 
while keeping costs to you at a minimum. 

Our periodic class surveys enable you to maximize 
your vessel's operational capability while ensuring 
risks to life, property, and the marine environment are 
minimized. 

Whether you are seeking to register and certify an 
existing vessel, transfer class from another society, 
certify compliance with international regulations, or 
simply improve operational performance, we have the 
technical staff and professional experience to deliver 
results.

What We Do

OMCS CLASS provides a full range of services for ship 
classification, statutory certification, and regulatory 
compliance. These risk-management services are 
complemented by expert advisory and consultancy 
capabilities. 

OMCS CLASS main vision is to become a member of The 
International Associations of Classifications Societies 
(IACS), our intention is to achieved that position 
through innovation and providing a service oriented, 
reliable, value added and cost effective classification 
and statutory certification services to the worldwide 
maritime industry, always maintaining as our highest 
priority safeguarding the life at sea and the protection 
of the marine environment. 

We realize that every vessel operator has unique 
needs. We work with you to provide the expertise you 
need, not the overhead you do not. As the 
international maritime community moves toward 
uniform standards and safety equivalencies, we still 
value the personal relationship over a one-size-fits-all 
approach.

It´s often said that classification societies live on their 
reputations. We have developed an unparalleled 
standing throughout the maritime industry for 
providing reliable, quality-oriented services. We 
consistently review our operating activities to ensure 
continuous improvement. Further, we believe in 
operating as a transparent organization open to 
external review. 

About us
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As a testament to our professionalism and ethical standards, you should note that numerous flag 
administrations, through such periodical reviews, have authorized OMCS CLASS to represent them as a 
Recognized Organization and Recognized Security Organization. 

We are committed to keep innovating and improving in order to provide you with the best value added, reliable, 
quality-oriented services for ship classification, statutory certification, and regulatory compliance.

Why OMCS CLASS

Quality Oriented

Continuous improvement is incorporated into every engagement we undertake. As an ISO 9001:2015 
organization, our Quality Management System is assessed and certify against two different evaluation bodies, 
ABS QE and Global Group, which are among the best in the industry. To ensure that we are providing you with 
optimal service, every survey is carefully reviewed by our Head/Regional Office Engineers. We verify that our 
performance exceeds the highest expectations in ship safety, security and marine pollution prevention.

As our mission goes, at Overseas Marine Certification Services (OMCS CLASS) and its staff around the World are 
diligent and uncompromising in maintaining the highest quality standards to safeguard human life at sea and 
the protection of the marine environment for the Benefit of the World Maritime Community. In addition, we 
support flag administrations to enhance the safety and pollution prevention culture onboard ships.

Dedication, professionalism  and  the  highest  standards  in  the fulfillment  of our quality, safety and 
environmental protection policy  are  the  focal  points  of  our  dealings  in  our relationship with  the  maritime 
community and our customers.

OMCS CLASS is in the maritime market to help ensure the preservation of life, property, and the marine 
environment. We accomplish this through impartial surveys and certification to ensure a vessel complies with 
applicable national and international instruments and/or our own standards laid down within our class rules and 
regulations.

Responsiveness & World Wide Presence

Overseas Marine Certification Services (OMCS CLASS), provides responsive service to our clients through a 
global network of exclusive surveyors strategically located on all major ports around the world. We are ready to 
provide you service on a moment's notice. 

Our multilingual professionals have been trained and approved to conduct class and statutory surveys and issue 
the relevant certificates.

In addition to our Head Office located in Panama City, Rep. of Panama, we maintain Five (5) main regional offices 
and over 50 exclusive representative offices at key ports throughout the world, in order to ensure that the 
Society's full range of services are available 24/7, worldwide.

To provide you with a personal level of customer service, fast response time and greater reliability, our five 
regional offices located in the Middle East, Far East, the West Coast of Africa (Canary Islands, Spain & Lagos, 
Nigeria) and South America are headed up by senior managers capable of resolving issues on the spot.

All our regional offices are duly certify under ISO 9001:2015.



Middle East Regional Office (MERO)

In 2009, OMCS CLASS successfully opened a regional 

and expedite service to its customers. This regional office is 

Far East Regional Office (FERO)

OMCS CLASS, began business in Asia in 2010, with the 

office in Asia is located in Shanghai, China and on May 21st 

system in accordance with ISO 9001:2015 from the 

uniformity of all of the processes that are used by OMCS 
CLASS.

European Regional Office (EURO)

In 2013, OMCS CLASS opened a European Regional Office 
in Las Palmas, Gran Canarias, Spain, in order to benefit with 

South America Regional Office (SARO)

In early 2015, OMCS CLASS opened a regional office in 
South America, strategically located in Asuncion, 
Paraguay, with the purpose to serve our customers with 
products tailored to the South American market needs, 

consultancy and advice. We maintain a significant 
presence in the Paraguay-Parana River (Waterway), 
through our surveyors who are strategically located in the 

Brazil.

African Regional Office (AFRO)

Due to the growth of the marine market in Africa, OMCS 
CLASS decided at the beginning of 2016 to establish a new 

supported by naval architects and experts ready to 
provide you with a personal level of customer service, 

countries an more:

Denmark | Ecuador | Egypt | Estonia | France | Georgia | Ghana | Greece | India | Indonesia | Italy | Japan | Jordan | Kenya 

 Norway | Pakistan | Panama | Paraguay | Philippines | Poland | Portugal | Romania | Russia | Saudi Arabia | Senegal 

Singapore | Slovenia | South Africa | South Korea | Spain | Taiwan | Thailand | Togo | Tunisia | Turkey | Ukraine 

United Arab Emirates | United Kingdom | Uruguay | USA | Vietnam 4
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Orion Management Information System

Being fully informed about the classification status of your ships can help you to maintain regulatory 
compliance and manage your operational risks effectively.

OMCS CLASS provides real time on-line access to the latest classification details for your vessels and a wide 
range of invaluable supporting information via ORION, our proprietary Management Information System. 
Linked with our surveyors in the field, ORION lets you know your vessel’s status from a convenient, secure 
interface - available whenever you need it. ORION helps you to be in compliance by automatically notifying you 
when an expiration date is approaching.

ORION is a secure information service for owners, managers and field surveyors of OMCS CLASS certified ships, 
providing access to a wealth of data about ships in your fleet. It allows enhanced planning of classification and 
statutory surveys, helping ensure improved management of safety, security and environmental compliance 
through fewer interruptions to the business process. Information management through ORION is more 
efficient and gives you the opportunity to share vital data with other interested parties and surveys can be 
requested online.

Through ORION you can have immediate electronic access to the historical information on your ships removing 
the need to maintain local copies of survey reports and helping you comply with ISO quality and ISM 
requirements.

With the ever-changing international regulatory environment, ORION is always up-to-date with the latest 
requirements. We closely monitor national and international maritime authorities, and notify our surveyors 
when a change takes place. Our proactive approach to risk management is what makes us a leading 
classification and certification society.

Management Team

Our management team is comprised of leading industry experts with specialized technical training: Port 
Captains, Chief Engineers, Master Mariners, Naval Architects, and Marine Surveyors.  These senior managers 
bring to OMCS CLASS years of field experience working for top-tier IACS members. This allows us to provide best 
in class value at an independent cost structure.

Technology

We are devoted to provide leadership in the implementation of new technologies to protect life, property, and 
the marine environment, using the best tools and techniques in the industry. We do this by maintaining an 
in-house, managerial and technical support as well as research staff. Our dedicated professionals ensure that 
you have access to excellent survey procedures and technologies, and our cutting-edge web based management 
information system provides you real-time status of your compliance condition.
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Classification is a comprehensive verification service 
providing assurance that a set of requirements laid 
down in rules and standards established by the 
classification society are met during design and 
construction, and maintained during operation. The 
rules and standards are aimed at ensuring safety 
against hazards to the ship, personnel, and against 
hazards to the environment.

As a Classification Society, OMCS CLASS offers a 
range of services to vessels and marine structures of 
all types. Our goal is to safeguard the preservation of 
life, property and the marine environment while 
ensuring that vessel operators have the flexibility to 
maximize their resources.

In accordance with international rules and 
regulations, OMCS CLASS has established technical 
requirements regarding the design, construction, 
and survey of ships. A Certificate of Classification 
documents that the inspected vessel complies with 
the technical requirements specified in OMCS CLASS 
Rules.

OMCS CLASS conducts the necessary surveys 
according to the client needs and the applicable 
rules, issues the appropriate Certificate of 
Classification, and enters the ship into the Register 
of Ships. OMCS CLASS then ensures that a vessel is in 
compliance with international and local regulatory 
requirements through periodic surveys.

Our Society bases its rules on international 
standards, IACS unified requirements, our experience 
and interpretation that are proven to assist you in 
managing marine risk. Our rules and procedures, 
streamlined and simplified through years of research, 
reflect our proactive, forward-looking approach to 
risk management.
 

Ship Classification

Whether you are seeking initial classification with 
OMCS CLASS, or wish to transfer class from another 
society, we have the experience and dedicated 
personnel to guide you through the process.

When you work with us, you benefit from some of the 
world's finest marine experts and an organization 
dedicated to delivering the best customer service 
during the entire life span of your vessel, regardless of 
type. Ship owners and managers enjoy simplified class 
entry procedures and reasonable cost structures 
when applying to OMCS CLASS for existing vessels or 
for transfer of class.

Our high standards of service ensure that all of our 
registered vessels comply with applicable 
requirements and regulations. We work in co- 
operation with the Flag Administration and Port State 
Control with the underlying objective of maintaining 
secure ships and cleaner oceans.

Annual, Intermediate and Special or Continuous 

surveys of Hull and Machinery.

Dry-Docking Surveys.

Boiler & Pressure Vessel Surveys.

Refrigeration Installation Surveys.

Electrical Equipment Surveys.

Cargo Gear/Lifting Appliances.

Pleasure Craft / Yachts.

Exceptional Surveys due to damage, Port State 

Control interventions, implementation of new 

Regulations, Conversions or Repairs, and other 

isolated events.

Shaft Surveys.
Bottom Surveys.



The International Maritime Organization (IMO) has 
been instrumental in establishing global standards for 
the construction, operation, and maintenance of 
vessels. These conventions, resolutions, and 
guidelines have three goals: prevent accidents, 
mitigate damage, and define liability and 
compensation. In addition, each maritime 
administration has regulations particular to their Flag 
State.

OMCS CLASS acts as a Recognized Organization (RO) 
and a Recognized Security Organization (RSO) for 
numerous Flag Administrations, in order to survey and 
issue statutory certificates to vessels registered with 
them. 

Statutory Certification has a lifetime perspective for 
each vessel, from initial certification in connection 
with delivery, through annual, periodical, intermediate 
and renewal surveys during the operational life of the 
vessel. OMCS CLASS accomplishes this through our 
global network of exclusive surveyors strategically 
located on all major ports and by verifying the vessel’s 
compliance with international and national statutory 
regulations through the necessary technical reviews, 
audits and surveys for statutory certification.

OMCS CLASS is not only intimately familiar with these 
international and national regulations, but we are 
proactive in monitoring revisions and changes. If there 
is a modification that may affect your vessel’s status, 
you can be sure that we have updated our procedures 
to account for it. We believe that keeping you 
informed allows you to make sound operational 
decisions.

OMCS CLASS is your best choice by providing a full 
range of services for ship classification, statutory 
certification, and regulatory compliance. These 
risk-management services are complemented by 
expert advisory and consultancy capabilities.

OMCS CLASS is fully authorized to perform inspections 
and issue statutory certifications under the following 
international regulations:
 

Statutory Certification
1. Cargo Ship Safety Construction Certificate (CCC).

2. Cargo Ship Safety Equipment Certificate (CEC).

3. Cargo Ship Safety Radio Certificate (CRC).

4. International Load Line Certificate (LL).

5. International Tonnage Certificate (ITC 69).

6. International Oil Pollution Prevention Certificate (IOPP).

7. International Air Pollution Prevention Certificate (IAPP).

8. International Sewage Pollution Prevention Certificate (ISPP).

9. ISM Code (Document of Compliance-DOC & Safety 

     Management Certificate-SMC).

10.  ISPS Code (International Ship Security Certificate-ISSC).

11.  Crew Accommodation Inspection Certificate (OMCA).

12.  Fishing Vessel Safety Certificate (FISVEL).

13. Safety Certificate for Vessels under 500 GT (SAFCE).

14. Radio Certificate for Vessels under 300 GT (SARCE).

15.  Authorization for Grain Loading Certificate (GRALO).

16. Passenger Vessel Safety Certificate (PASAC).

17. Pleasure Vessel Safety Certificate (PLECE).

18. International Pollution Prevention Certificate for the Carriage 

       of Noxious Liquid Substances in Bulk (NLS).

19. International Certificate of Fitness for Carriage of Dangerous 

       Chemicals in Bulk (IBC).

20. Certificate of Fitness for Carriage of Dangerous Chemicals 

       in Bulk (BCH).

21. International Certificate of Fitness for Carriage of Liquefied 

       Gases in Bulk (IGC).

22. Certificate of Fitness for Carriage of Liquefied Gases 

       in Bulk (GC).

23.  Anti-fouling Certificate (AFS).

24. Special Purpose Ship Safety Certification (SPS).

25. High Speed Craft Safety Certification (HSC).

26. International Marine Bulk Cargoes Certificate (IMSBC).

27. Certificate of the Carriage of Dangerous Goods (CDG).

28. Caribbean Cargo Ship Safety Certificate (CCSSC).

29. Maritime Labor Certificate (MLC 2006).

30. International Energy Efficiency Certificate (IEEC).

31. Hull & Machinery Class Certificate.

32. Document of compliance with the special requirements for 

       ships carrying dangerous goods (DOC-IMDG).

33. Enhanced survey program (ESP).

34. Certificate of prevention of pollution by garbage from ships.

35. Declaration of Maritime Labour Compliance (DMLC) II.

36. Manual, Booklets & Plan Approvals, etc.
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International Ship Security Certificate (ISSC).

Ship Security Plan Approvals (SSP).

Safety Management Certificate (SMC).

Document of Compliance (DOC).

The International Safety Management (ISM) Code & 
International Ship and Port Facility Security (ISPS) 
Code

Our professional and experienced marine auditors are 
situated close to your premises and are available in all 
ports worldwide. We focus on safety, security and 
practical compliance.

International regulations require vessels to have in 
place a safety management system and a security plan 
that has been reviewed and approved by a Recognized 
Security Organization (RSO).  Flag Administrations 
have fully authorized OMCS CLASS to conduct the 
following ship safety and security audits:

 

Maritime Labour Convention (MLC)

Since August 2013, the MLC 2006 convention 
certificate has been mandatory for all Ship-owners, 
making this a requirement in order to be in 
compliance with their flag state legislation. The 
Maritime Labour Convention, 2006 convention applies 
to ships of 500 GT or over, engaged in international 
voyages.

OMCS CLASS can support ship-owners to achieve their 
MLC 2006 needs step-by-step, helping them to 
demonstrate compliance and avoid unnecessary 
delays.

We are committed to fast processing time and 
effective solutions, this is possible thanks to our large 
and trained worldwide network staff of MLC auditors 
ready to offer an effective inspection and certification 
services.

OMCS CLASS is fully authorized to perform MLC 2006 
inspections on behalf of Panama, Vanuatu, Barbados,  
Belize, Sierra Leone, Palau, Bolivia, Paraguay, Nigeria, 
Togo, Moldova, Ecuador, Colombia and several others 
Flags. We encourage an extensive cooperation with flag 
state administrations.

8



Cost Effective.

Technical Support.

Worldwide Network of Technical Resources.

Risk-based Verification Approach.

Detect problems before they occur.

Fewer operational delays.

More effective than continuous monitoring.

Determines best practices and benchmarks for 

excellence.

Demonstrates commitment to preservation of 

life, property, and the marine environment.

Increased operational efficiency.

A focus approach on risk management.

OMCS CLASS provides technologically-advanced 
reliable services for industrial verification, certification 
of products, services, engineering, construction, 
assessment of business processes and products 
against internationally recognized standards.

Verification provides the required assurance towards 
stakeholders and regulatory authorities that projects 
are implemented right the first time. Our independent 
and competent appraisals of your field developments 
ensure that they are designed, constructed and 
installed in accordance with project objectives.

Ships owners and managers, using OMCS CLASS 
assessment and verification services will benefit with:

 

Upon satisfactory review, OMCS CLASS will issue the 
relevant fitness certificate. You also receive a detailed 
report highlighting any deficiencies, recommending a 
corrective action plan, and proposing a proactive plan 
to avoid future problems.

9

Review and evaluation of plans and documents.

Review manufacturer’s design data.

Verify compliance with established codes and 

specifications.

Supervise machinery testing.

Inspection and testing of components or 

finished products.

Sampling and Lab Testing.

Quality Management System Audits.

The Services you Need

We tailor our assessment and verification services to fit 
your needs.  Closely cooperating with you, we develop 
a scope of verification that is appropriate to your 
demands, eliminating all unnecessary tasks. The scope 
of work may consist of the following:

Assessment and Verification
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Plan, Booklet and Manual Approvals

A key aspect of regulatory compliance is 
documentation. OMCS CLASS will review and assess 
existing ship´s documents for conformity with 
international and national regulations. As a 
value-added service, OMCS CLASS will guide you on 
the preparation of mandatory ship documents in 
accordance with international rules, established codes 
and procedures.

Some of the Manuals, Plans and Booklets we service 
are:

Examination and approval of the above is carried out 
towers the pertinent requirements of OMCS CLASS 
Rules, SOLAS, MARPOL, and any other relevant 
international convention, code, standard or national 
regulation.

Ship Energy Efficiency Management Plan (SEEMP).

Ballast Water Management Plan (BWMP).

Ship Security Plan (SSP).

Ship-to-Ship Operations (STS).

Safety Management Systems (SMS).

SOLAS training Manual.

Trim and Stability Booklet.

Damage Stability.

Cargo Securing Manual (CSM).

Garbage Manual (GMP).

Shipboard Oil Pollution Emergency Plan (SOPEP).

Shipboard Marine Pollution Emergency Plan (SMPEP).

Procedures & Arrangements Manual.

COW Manual.

ODMCS Manual.

National / International standards.

Code of best practices.

Mandatory regulations.

Industry guidelines.

Contract specifications.

Inspection of industrial diesel engines, generators, 

pumps, etc.

Inspection of boilers and pressure vessels.

Site inspection for construction projects.

Pre-shipping inspections.

Approval of welding electrodes.

Qualification of welders and welding procedures.

Weigh boards.

Pipelines.

Independent Verification

An Industry-leading Quality Management System and 
our strong and fundamental belief in a code of ethics, 
makes us an ideal provider of impartial and 
independent third party verification of products, 
services, suppliers, and vendors. We base our reviews 
on established standards, including:

Following are just a few examples of industrial services 
provided by OMCS CLASS:



OMCS CLASS provides a wide range of advisory and consulting services, we have partnered with some of the 
most respected organizations in the maritime industry in order to offer you a full range of advisory and 
consultancy services. We leverage our global network of surveyors and highly experienced management team 
to provide you with the service you need.

Our consultancy services offer practical solutions that help you understand the risks to your business and 
improve performance above and beyond basic compliance. 

Shipping is inherently a business with many variables and risks that need to be considered and managed. To 
achieve successful management, strategic, transactional and operational issues must be mastered in an 
integrated way. Whether you are considering purchasing a vessel, weighing options for ship registration or 
other legal services, or want to be proactive in managing risks, we have the technical experts and proven 
industry relationships to make it happen. Our advisory and consulting capabilities provide the following 
services:

Risk Management

OMCS CLASS specializes in risk management consulting. We help you assess, identify, and mitigate operational 
risks. Our Quality Management System and proactive approach to problem solving give you the assurance of 
knowing that you are operating with the best available information.

Risk management is a key component in most of the work OMCS CLASS does for our customers. The purpose 
of risk management is not to eliminate risk, but to understand it so that you can take advantage of the upside 
and minimize the downside.

We offer total lifecycle risk management to our clients. From the time you consider purchasing a vessel, to the 
end of the vessel’s useful operational utility, we provide a range of surveys, consultations and verifications to 
help you make the best decisions.

Advisory & Consultancy

11
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www.biermanpuatt.com

Regulatory Compliance

When you need to ensure compliance, OMCS CLASS has an extensive network of contacts, plus knowledge on 
the ever-changing industry to provide its clients with a full team of maritime experts, without the need to 
maintain them in-house and cost-effective compliance solutions.

We support you in facing regulatory compliance by performing research and development, drawing up 
relevant rules and providing advisory and verification services.

Coastal countries have the right to inspect the vessels that are in their national waters in order to verify if the 
condition of the ship and its equipment complies with the requirements of international conventions and 
rules. In the event of deficiencies, the port state inspectors have the authority to detain the vessel until the 
deficiencies are rectified.

Maritime Law

Navigating the international maritime regulatory environment can be a discouraging task. Fortunately, OMCS 
CLASS has established a strategic relationship with one of Panama’s most trusted law firms, Bierman Pautt & 
Associates. Through this relationship, OMCS CLASS provides you with advisory services that will assist you in 
purchasing, registering, and managing your vessel in the jurisdiction that best suits your needs. We specialize 
in:

Vessel Registration.

Mortgage Registration.

Offshore Companies Incorporation.

Seafarer STCW 95 License Endorsements for different 

Flag Administrations.

Payment of Registration Annual Taxes.

Bunker Convention Certificate.

Civil Liability Certificate (CLC Convention).

Changes on Continuous Synopsis Records (CSR)

Minimum Safe Manning Certificates.

Process of ISSC Full Term Certificates.

Process of ITC 69 Full Term certificates.





Address:

Email:
Telephones:
24/7 Contact Numbers:

Mail Address:

Bldg.0750-D, Williamson Place
La Boca, Panama City
Republic of Panama 
omcs@omcsclass.org
+507  314 1756 / 52
+507 6670 6933
+507  6676 8505
P.O. Box: 0843-02416
Balboa, Panamá 

Panama Head Office (HO)  

Address:

Email:
Telephones:
24/7 Contact Numbers:
                                                 

Room No. 101 - Office No. 106
1st Floor, Art Tower Bldg.
Al Mina Road, Dubai UAE.
Dubai, United Arab Emirates.
P.O. Box 487211; Dubai, UAE.
dubai@omcsclass.org              
+971 4 2940671
+971  506009744
+971  501048562
                                                 

Middle East Regional Office (MERO)

Address: 

Email:
Telephones:
24/7 Contact Number:
                                                 

Room 1506, Suncome
Liauw´s Plaza, No.738,
Shangcheng Road,
Pu-Dong New Area;
Shanghai, P.R.C 
china@omcsclass.org
+86 2158360772 / 73
+86 13701801792                                                 

Far East Regional Office (FERO)

Address:

Email:  
24/7 contact number:

Federico de Leon, 1  2 N°
35005 Las Palmas, 
Canary Islands, Spain
euro@omcsclass.org              
+34  664 255 872

European Regional Office (EURO)

Address: 

Email:
Telephones: 
24/7 Contact Number: 
                                             
                                                 

Roque Centurion 
Miranda 1193
Asunción, Paraguay
paraguay@omcsclass.org              
+595 (0) 21 612 359
+595 (0) 985 520 900
                                             
                                                 

South America Regional Office (SARO)

Address: 

Email:
Telephones:
                                                 

2 Danfodio Road Apapa G.R.A.
Lagos, Nigeria
nigeria@omcsclass.org
+234 809 777 0012

African Regional Office (AFRO)
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